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Welcome to the new NOSB members and thank you to the Boarc{ and to NOF for

the oPPortunitg to comment ’coclag. As marj of myj comments bave been made or will
be made in other statements, written and 5Poi<en, my intention is to emphasize afew

iﬂghpoints tojog your memory when theg arise elsewhere.

First, in gour consideration of the carification of the definition of sgntlﬁctic, P|case
keep in mind the need for dear intent and okjective oFang recommendation put
forward bg the board, and what it is this clarification will serve as it relates to consumer
expectation of how organic Processec{ food, in Particula r,is made. A Point was driven
home c{uring the clairg sgmposium that resPonc{ing to consumer expcctation that
organic clairg animals should be paramount to science based dairging. ]n’ccrcs’cing that
another comment on the issue of the definition of sgnthetic stresses the need for
science. How does that relate then to consumer expectation about what should be

allowed in organic foods.

[lease keep in mind also the need to avoid any further ambiguit9 in the use of the term
sgnthetic that might come up in any new definition of the terms substance and chemical
ci—langc and Fina”g on this Point, P|casc note what appears to be the SYNONYMOUS

relationship between formulating, manufacturing and processing.
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T hen regarc{ing the recommendation of the Joint Hanc”ing and Fohcg Deve|o§3ment
{_ommittee for (Commercial Avai|abilit9, | Point out that accorc{ing to the |anguage of
the court orc{cr, all non~organic agricuitura| substances must be P|acecl on the
National | ist Section 205.606 and then determined bg the certification bocig i,
based on the organic hanc”ing P|an submitted bg a certified entity that the substance
infact commercia”g unavailable in organic form. | encourage gou to Provide cearand

completc guiclancc to the A(_As to Lmhcormlg facilitate that determination.



Furthermore, and this is a new suggestion not reiterated angw]ﬁcre else, Pieasc
consider aPProving Pctitions for similar substances, such as all dried leaves of green
herbs, it all are Producec{ identica”gj one Petition may cover aPProval of dried
oregano, dried sweet basil, dried marjora m, etc. | his may close Potentia| Ioopho|es of

categorica| Petitions, yet expcdite aPProvals of very similar agricuiturai substances.

]:ina”g, in gour consideration oFaccePtance of the Aquaculture Working Group
|nterim [ inal Repor‘c, P|ease give serious consideration of the need for any standard
for aciuacuiturc Proc{uction to compig with O]:FA, csPcciang the quuircment forall
organic livestock, inc|uding fish, be fed organic feed. | he suggestion suPPortec{ bg
the Organic SeaFooc{ {ouncil to allow a five year sunset Perioc{ c{uring which time
organic ac]uacu|ture Products may be fed some percentage of non-organic feed will
follow Precedent im;ﬂementec{ before in otherinstances, such as the temporary
allowance of methionine for Pouitrg. Thiswill also give the aciuacuiture inclustrg time to
c{cve|oP feedstocks that will compig with OFFA while Provic{inga supcrior Product in
the ma rketpbce and Fi”ing the ever growing demand for organic Proc{ucts of all kinds.

T hank you very much for gour consideration of my comments and |ooi<ing1torwarc{ to

an cxci’cing and Productivc mecting with gou.
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